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e ANTI-SLAVERY 





address of Hon. Wm. Claggett. 


is 

%, st the Annual Meeting of the Ports- 

‘3 t sat 

* one Anti-Slavery Society, on the 4th day 
pues 4 


raly, 1839, the fullowing resolutions, viz: 





That the existence of slave ry in our 





2 , ned 
psolued, ° ‘ 
$ R as mpatible with the genius of our politi- 
' , nz, and a Virtual renunciation of the 
a truths relating to the natural equality 
& Te eee reall hisof man, as set forth in the 
: 11 inalienable PIAEes eke ‘ 
pe of Independence—that the rapid in- 
claration a 
Pech 1 extension of Slavery, as tending to un- 
Oe wana s . a 
_— he foundations Of virtue and morality, the 
the founda 4 


srmin ; 
prea rion, and civil liberty, is a subject 


ae z= Loge y excite the most feartul apprehensions 
it the frien ‘s of freedom. d : 

“Resolved, That the abolition of the whole sys- 
¢ Southern Slavery is demanded by the dictates 





f humanity -the immutable principles of justice— 


interests and wellare of the whole nation.” 


mend) ue 
Ming under consideration, Mr. Claggett ad- 


» meeting, as follows : 


S yp PresipeNT :—When the constitution 
f ibe United States was adopted, nearly 
fytwo years ago, the number of persons 


resse | the 


3 ) bondage in the thirteen United States, 
Merybably exceeded six hundred thousands. 
; ve census of 1790, the whole number 
ras 697 The present number may be 

vated at three millions. We have thus 
be clartling—the appalling fact, that in the 
nce of about halfa century, there has been 
aerease of slaves in land of free- 

), this boasted ‘f asylum of oppressed hu- 
banity,” of nearly two millions and a half, 

l}nuw on this sixty-third anniversary of 
tional Independence—this orand na- 


697.897. 


this 





yal jubilee, while the star-spangled ban- 
if freedom ts proudly waving o’er the 

is of thirteen millions of freemen, there 
_in our glorious Union, three millions of 

fy: (ellow-beings, who, in the language ol 
he Declaration of Independence, were “‘cre- 
: ed equal”-—who were “endowed by their 





realor, witl) certain unalienable rights ; 


Mou whieh are life, liberty, and the pur- 
# ntof Lbappiness -? but who are robbed not 
»of these rights, but all other human 
ts, by the hand of violence and oppres- 
} a The infidel may scornfully affirm, 


as 1 : 
siaves do not 
> that they did 
same ancestors as 


origin 
that they sprang 


se humble, degraded 
cess the immortal soul 
rioinate from the 
white wan, but g 
ie. But tO arrive al 
rous ¢c¢ nel infidel Is 
fer 1 ve ne ssily ot rejecting the tights 
j 


istianitv, of Science, and 


ision, the 


of Philos- 


Es 
= 


eeetmess 


the sacred Seriptares express- 


y 

ay cl it God hath made of ene blood 

Fa | os of the earth, we are bound 

the declaration is true, or 

Ise reject the Christian Revelation as a 
6 

e ‘Theposition being established, that a ne- 


) yssessed of 


a * eo 
i, pel oe 1s 


ons 
, 


animmortal spire 


incontrovertible, tha 
perty in man—that the 
an emanation from Deity, 
nverted intua chattel. 


thata human being 





> The egation, 


can 





wiully be converted intoa slave, is a fla 

il of the self-evident truthsof the Dec- 

{ lepe odence. And were it true, 
sisolien aflirmed, that our Constitution 
0 's or guaranties slavery, the constitu- 


Mon being repugnant to the immutable laws 
i {have no binding 
tizens of this republic. 
Mhe constitution contain such provisions, our 
Most sacred obligations would 
Pejectthem. Put the Constitution does not 
BYarantee slavery, nor dues the word slave, 
Bain its pages. Its provisions, with one 
Bxception, are in favor of liberty and the 
Megstsof man. There are but three allu- 
Mions in it tothe subject of slavery, although 
ts framers avoided the use of that term. 
Bie tirst is the clause authorizing slave rep- 
Pesentationin Congress. Were the slaves 
Belly represented, aod qualified to vote, it 
Mould seem to be favorable to human rights 
ather than slavery. The second is the ar- 
cle by which Congress was allowed to pro- 
: the slave trade after 1808. Surely 
be abolition of that most infamous and hor- 
(trafic in human flesh, cannot be con- 
trued in favor of slavery. But the third 


t lause, requiring that (doubtless 


force upon 


Indee d, did 


teach us to 








ibit 


persons 


pap *ning slaves) held to service or labor in 


BE Slate, escaping into another, shall be 
elivered upon claim of the party to whom 
uch service or labor is due, may be con- 
trued as favorable to slavery. But the 
pvestion arises, whether the citizens of the 

eye’ States are bound to violate their State 

ey ’s and constitutions, and the laws of God, 

») sending back into slavery the poor, de- 

raded, and wronged fugitive, who escapes 

Brom the hand of his oppressor who had 

1 him of those inalienable rights given 

BS y Nature and Nature’s God? If the 

— er has no property in the slave; if he 

Olds him notin virtue of any contract for 
is S€IVices } ut b 1! . ee aA ‘ “ih . : t : 

Bary. dec — vy tue exercl e ol an arbi 

Binfal., potte authority; and if slavery is 

S.,.' "Poa what principle, we ask, are the 

Ts rechan the free States bound to aid in 

be onda of the fugitive ? It may 

5, onal charect aa he is converted into a per- 

Band that a . Ps the laws of the slave-states, 

to surrende ederal constitution requires us 

in our a, er up such property, if found with- 

Bthe Ire minion. 

. “halter gs make that property, which 
Dr the ot 'y n -_s itself; that a man, 

fan be ih 7 sou Is nota thing, which 

Ot sell ae Ve tof sale; thata man can- 

Sell into perpetual slavery, be- 


Cause 3 
: © such sale would imply a contract: 
nd slavery } ; 


€Cause 


pnd obber 
Dim b 


every contract, to be valid, 


implies 
800d consideration. 


a 


HERALD 


LTE OEE ELON A ST LET LES SET LEB ET eI LE TILE TELE EE I TE LTE RS 


To this we reply, that| 


isa negation of all contracts, | 


enter into no compromise with Slavery. 


CONCORD, N. Hi. SATURDAY, AUGUST 2f, 


) \y-| consideration for surrendering up his person, 


And human 


themselves, 


johts and services. 


jand al! his 
men of 


laws, thus depriving 


jleaving them nothing but the free air of 


} . ) 

j heave n to breathe, are clearly invalid, be- 
: cs 

lcause they violate the laws of God. 


| A social compact, whether in the form of 
| 


ling away all rights, although it 
tered into by millions, can have no greater 


- ‘ 1 
civil government or a Constitution, thus tak- 
may be en- 


claims to our support. 

At this enlightened age of the world, we 
trust that it is unneeessary to go into an ar- 
gument to prove that there are certain bat- 
ural rights, among which are enum- 
erated in the Declaration of Independence, 
of which no laws or constitutions can de- 
prive men, not guilty 
force and violence. The poor slave is guilt- 
he is unjustly held in bondage—he 
has a rightto escape from the hand of his 
oppressor. American have been 
held in captivity by the. Indian tribes. We 
all agree, that they had a perlect right to 
make their escape. Is there any difference, 
except in the name, between the two cases f 


The Indian obtained possession of the Amer- 


’ 
those 


of crime, except by 
less 


citizens 


ican citizen by foree—by conquest ; and had 
he held hia and his offspring a century, 


would the lapse of time legalize the cap- 


; ‘ 
ture 2 But the Indian title was the same, 
as that of the Southern slave holder. a lie 


slaveholder may startle at this. He may 
say, that he and his ancestors have held 


this species of property for more than acen- 





tury—that he holds his slaves under a vaiid 
tide, being no Jess than the last will and 
testament of his honoréd father. But how 
did the fathe r obtain the title ? From a 

} tt } 


slave-dealer, perhaps fora valuable consia- 


eration. How did the 
title? Ejther by seizing the negroes on the 
African or else by paying 
twelve dollars a head to another 
er, who seized them as captives of savage 
war. The original utle then vanishes ; and 
how ean the convey a 
which he never possessed? How can the 
slave-holder or planter create a title by his 
last willand testament, which never existed? 

The lawsand customs of the slave-states 


slave-dealer get his 





some 


leal- 


coast, 


slave-( 


slave-dealer tilie, 


decrade the slave to the level of the graz- 
ing horse—the law undertakes to convert 
him into the same kind of property. sSup- 


pose thatthe original horse-thief should un- 
to give a title to the stolen 


that a fair paper title should 


dertake horse to 


an accompli 





pass from the 
and from the |. 


er would at once admit, that the last posses- 





1ccomplice to a third person 


a sliave-Doid- 





er to others : 


sor of the stolen horse, although he may 


have h i | qu et possesion for years, Gaine 
' 


no title under a bill of sale and the lapse O1 


time, beenuse the original taking was un- 
lawful. Such be the law in respect to 


the horse, whv should it not be in respect to 


rman, especially when he is treated by law, 


1s a horse ? 

Suppose the North American Indian 
should set up the same justification for hold- 
ing our men and women and their offspring 

» perpetual captivity, that the Southern 


planter now s¢ ts up tohold his slaves and 
their offspring ; and suppose the 

time and the transferof possession from one 
hand to another, should be the same; yet 
who would Indian tile ? The 


lapse ol 





admit the 


slave-holder’s title having no better founda- 
tion, why should we hesitate to reject it ¢ 


Why should we doubt in respect to our du- 


- . . } | 
ty torefuse our aid in sending back the fugi- 


slave to be further cruelly lacerated and 





maitre ited by UIs Mere less oppre ssor § 0 
involved in the 


iaf AS OUT MOral dulles are 


question, I free adopt the ethies of the 


learned, the philanthropic andthe eloquent 
Dr. CHANNING, the lofluence of whose argu- 


ments against Slavery has been felt through- 
outour Union. Dr. Channing 
last able treatise upon the subject, that 
send back the slave, is to treat the innocent 
as guilty. itis to violate a plain natural 
right. Itisto enferceacriminalclaim. It 
is to take the side of the strong and oppres- 
siveagainst the weak and poor. it is to 
giveup an unolfending fellow-creature toa 
degrading bondage, and horrible 
The fixed universal consequence of this act 
is, the severe punishment, not of the imjum- 
Dr. C. alludes 


says in his 
ger 


iO 


laceration. 


ous, but of the znjured man.” 
to the the slave-holder as being 
“a criminal claim.” The federal constitu- 
tion s 1ys, that the fugitive “shall be deliver- 
ed up on claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor may be due.” It 
or labor is due from the fugitive to the mas- 
ter from whom he has eseaped, itis a legal 
inference, that the States are not bound to 
surrender him up to his late master. 


claim of 


no service 


If man 
cannot hold property in man, and if the 
slave-holder has no contract with the slave, 
then we say that no labor or service is due 
to the master; but instead of that, we hold 
lthat the fugitive has aclaim, well founded 
in justice, against his late master, for his 
past services, the payment of which, an foro 
, ought to be decreed. 
| We contend also, that under the constitu- 
ition and laws of the free States, the fugitive 
lis entitled to the privilege of trial by jury, 
before he shall be despoiled of his rights. 
We are aware that the refusal of the free 
| States to deliver up the fugitive, may be a 
| powerlul means in extirpating slavery. And 
shall we not rejoice in the prospect, that 
whenever the wronged slave escapes from 
oppression, and crosses the line dividing the 
free from the slave States, his manacles fal! 
from him, and that he stands a man erect 2 
| We trust that the time is not far distant, 
when it may be truly affirmed of the degrad- 
ed American slave, as well as of the “stran- 
ger and sojourner” among us, that “no mat- 
ter in what language his doom may have 
been pronounce d ; no matter what complex- 


conscienlia 


ion compatible with freedom, an Indian or 
an African sun may have burned upon him; 
no matter in what disastrous battle his lib- 


erty may have been cloven down ; no 


mat- 


A man can have no!ter with whatsolemnities he may have been’ 


eee ee 


EE I TY 


2 eR ee 


Iam for Justice, in the name of ILumanity, and according tothe Law of the Living God." 


devoted on the altars of 


he sacred soil’ of the 


‘nt he touches t 
free States of the American Union, “the al- 


monmie 


tar and the God sink together in the dust 
his soul walks abroad in her own «majesty, 
his body swells beyond the ¢ sure of | 

chains that burst fram around hin, and he 


peg g 
stands redeemed, regenerated and disen- 


thralled by the trresistible geuius of univer- 
sal eman ipation.” 

lavery has been abolished in een 
States of our Union. Inthe o r States ii 
cannot long endure the lights of knowledge, 


of phil sophy, ot Christianity, the power ol 


truth and moral suasion, and the m 


' 





Isso. 


WHOLE NO, 208. 


a j y iliuvence has once setli l nations of Europe, as well as of 
ind = op y will iin determine the! furnis rimodels of civil polity to the South 
Presidential eleetion American republics. Ret the literature, 

And that same evil influence hasbeen the/the philanthropy, the al sense of all 
means of ex ug feroe s mobs in the; Christendom now accuse the citizens of the 
ree States F , mnflag on of the! North Amertear republic of ansencerity and 
Pennsylvania Hull, dedicated to freedom of |/ypoertsy in not adhering to the sacred prin- 
speeh nd of ed r innocent blood. ciples, contained in the charter of their 
It | s gone to the irfullextentof attempt-/rights. And the stigma will rest upon them 

¢ 10 deter members of Congress trom the) while nearly one fifth part ot our population 
faithtul discharge of ¢ r duty by t s are held in chains. 
of assassination !!! Dut what is the reproach, which the com- 

We are even summoned to abandon our munity of civilized nations ean cast upon 
own principles, the principles of civil libe 1, in comparison to the displeasare of 


ty, tor the 


purpose of perpetuating, at e Almighty 2? Can we believe, that the 


influence which the civilized world is exert- even extending one of the most odious and! Ruler « itions, who divided the sga to let 
ing for ts overthrow. disgraceful =ystetns ol slavery, that wasevet B Nai iren of Israe! £0 free, and closed 

The slave-holder will ultimately be con- known on qhe face of the earth lt is de-jit upon the pre osts of their oppressors, 
vinced, that its abolition w 1 3 te h inded of us, that slavery shall be perpet-|w not execute His tudgment upon a people 
wn wile sf. 7 e wealth of a nation con-/ vated in new states to be added to our li- ' Y ol s more cruel and agera- 
sists, not in the flesh and bones of its citi-| ready too widely spread Union vated, than were those of the rulers of 
zens, but in its produets. The point, upon The baneful influence of slavery dismem-| Egypt? Shall we not, then, use our humble 
which the argument relating to the slave-)bered the Mexican Empire, and threat to}ellorts to promote the cause of justice and 
holder’s pecuniary interest 1 eems to be/annex ‘lexas to our Union for the detestable bumanity—to arouse our countrymen to a 
generally coneeded that fre Ww produce | purpose of converting itt into a great siave-! se f the dangers which hang ov er therm, 
more than servile labor Imart to drain off our redundant slave popu-/that they may set the captive free, and thus 

To satisfy himself upon this point, he/lation, and render slave-breeding a worelu- hope to avert the judgments of offended 


need only look to the glorious results oi the 


thousand 


lancipation Oo, elgit hunGred 











colored persons in the Brittsh West India 
Islands. 

Mr. Jt ERSON, atthe age of seventy-se- 

ven, in the midst of very, t ughly ae- 
quainted with subject, himself a 
slave- older, CC i yinen, that 
l iV Was ! W 1 they m 
ear lad 1 ¢ i on ¢ 
their slave Ni mneg IW more certainly 
W * said be, “in U ( of fate, than 
iat these people are to be fre Jeffer- 
son’s W i ys, % ] ~ {} Ch I] } 
| IN () \ 1 ‘ 1 y uy j 
this declaration of Mr. Jel n, adds: ‘'] 
is written in a better volume than the be 


of fate: itis written in the laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s G pe 

There are a variety of interesting 
connected with the general su 


ry. But, Mr. President, att 
[ will 


resolution on your table deciares, 


topies 
tof Slave- 
sent time, 
meeting. The 


that the 


e pre 


not iong ¢ 











rapid inerease al 1 extens n ot Slay ry tend 
to underinine ¢ foundations of virtue ind 
mor lity, the 4 s! nf he1o0n, und ei 
liberty Such he a le edt Wuen- 
ev. ] fully concur in the sentime that the 
frie! Is ot eedo ( t & he u fer the 
nost feartul app t | iil offer a 
Vv st I ( i pguent 
\ i} ) ern . ivery has 
ind, untt! abolished | o have 
upon the liberties and institutions of the 
free States of ( 
A f laws adapted toa s of s)} 
ry, ¢ tt i plead >a Ss ( free 
{ lor ' iim reas ial Wo s es 
il diametri iy ony 1 to « 1 ot 
Slave \ nds t | } Wis acy <¢ 
feeling as wu is of we { to pros- 
ti { ¢ jad rights rd } Vie 
ves is Jay r fou i » of an 
i t i ic it I g pent 
jt leads to vice j inner OL crimine 
ali du ences oa v Tai deg hneracy o 
public morals. Itdegrades its vietims 
Oo the level of sava heasts deprivil 
them olf w@ means Ol Mora i bieul )- 
nstrt u ha provet ( - 
ver the i Na i } i 1il | ! 
Nuts trutn ol ‘ colsequence tel - 
Ot ! it he tor is Ul ¥ t 
our form of government, ¢ laws 
}emaha » of popu Vi 
When the great mass of the people | mi 
Cc rupt it nv nm. 7 ( ect they 
will eleet the inmost virtuous and enl cD- 
ed citizens to office, 1! law make 
Phe pubhe officer will get y | tuat- 
ed by the same motive “ 1 go nm the 
main body of bis constituent \ » the 
slave states shall succeed set 1 COm- 
nding 1 rityin the nationa ré 
the free states will learn ( bil- 
ter fruits of Slavery. The spec ens al- 
ready aflorde ! ought tobe sufhieicnt to open 
their eves im respect to What the fature may 
mature. ‘The “he -uliar institutions” of the 
South have already been the means of de- 
stroying the sacred nghtof Peution ;arigl 
Piven by Nature, the abridge: ent ¢ \\ 1) 
the Constitution prohibits. Ther fluence 
has also restrained the freedom of speech or 
debate in Congress, and attet pile } to shack- 
le the Press by passing laws forbiddin un 
’ ‘ 
der severe pains and penaitre S the circuvae 
tion of its publications through the medium 


of the publie mails. The fre 
zens of the free states, by the mere act of 
crossing the boundary line of some of the 
slave states, are liable to be forcibly seized, 


and sold into perpetual bondage, in violation 


of one of the most saered and 


provisions of the Feder il Constitution. 


Mnportant 






The slave states have appea ed to, and 
even demanded of the free states to enact 
penal laws to punish our citizens for exer- 


liberty of spee 
peculiar institutions They have 
gone even further, and demanded 
render of some of our free ettizens of the 
most respectable characters, into the hands 
of Southern judiciaries for trial; or rather 
for execution under the laws of 
Lynch”!!! 

The legislature of the state of Ohio re- 
cently yielded to the dict 
state so lar as to passa law 
up of persons claimed as fugitive 
the fiat of a single magistrate,—taking a- 


cising the 


respect to 
those 


the sur- 


way the privilege of trial ury, and riak- 
ing it an offence punishable by fine and 
imprisonment to obstruct or impe ! the 


process. 


No one ean doubt | tact, that the slave 
states have already use mighty influence 
in respect tu elections in the free states to 


secure our public officers in (1° support of 
their domes ¢ Institutions ol involuntary 


servitude, Their success wa been truly 


Heaven. 





fers of the South, riot'ng in 


Lhe slave-hol] 


lene ru lense affect ’ . . sha: Ia. aie 2 : 
Ixury a d ease, aflecti ee believe that la The Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1840 
or degrades the man, look down with dis- 
! } : } t is inst nuoblished 3 y our . — 
nb upon the laboring classes ot the North a a ished in Ne "I \ OK. It does not 
} ‘ rt ne 2a 2 -aDpec 
heir slaves are to them, they say, what our A ' ne has 7ESr Ss: n some respects we 
think itbett he picture of “the one 
vones, muscles and sinews are to us. In a. er ihe picture of the pecu 


ons ot 


the south tells the whole 
will do 
We extract “Old Kentucky set- 
But the picture over it 
‘There stand the servile dogs, 


lemaid of virtue, and, '!! a oo ' ' 
‘ueht into disrepute SiOly. itisa terrible pictoral, and 
execuuion, 


ting on his dogs.” 


is LVelter yet. 


dustry is the han 
should the former be bre 


latter would lose oue 


' } 
Such is the constant intercourse befween 








e South and the North. that we can } jjy With their names ¢ ngraved on their collars, 
OU Mmabhati ANOPUI, til an bards Ars e 
sacea tee 4 as aa satiat fF thesy| (hte? turning up a human face witha grin 
‘ ‘ t « i wl ‘ ¢ 
{ e mi ra s ides exaly We Ol mos and doggish eagerness— 
nnot feel indifferent to the struce) with a full-blooded dog, looking 
, i ‘ i ita al 4 i i abit ’ . . ad 
whit heslave states are constantly making t some distant travellers to *Canada”’—‘“I1- 
tl be la tf n nt aking ae aot , heie } ; eet 4 
for the adontior of aws and ce mer invis’ hounding al their heels. meize etn 
regulations to strengthen and promote thei: sieze ’em,” says Old Kentuck—rifle in 


hand. More notice ancn, 
Let us circulate this work. It is 
forty Boston Controversies. 


Vass. 


"tothe injurv. of the 
prosperity 
can We icel 


“Ppecullar ipstitutions, 


worth 
In this we can 
Adolitiontst. 


coummercial 
of the Northern States. Nor 
different to their threats to form) a closer 


} 
dUD- “OLD 


tree institutions and 
ll agree. 


UbnlIOnN among themselves, In order, as } 


KENTUCK’—-SETTING ON 








' rye ved. * o » } , he J ( 
Ccly RY OWws Bs (0 give laW to the Union i HIS DOGS. 
Or, IN plainer laneuag to fix upon this na- 
: May. 1. 1839. a} nL i fect in O} 
tion a et ws, and commercial regula- May, 1, J, aiaw went into ellectin Ohe 
s adapted to their “peculiarinstitutions.” | 10, fe! the seizure of “fugitives from labor 


lt authorizes 
court ot record, (selected by 


or service from other states.” 
any judve of a 


Nor can we 
the laws ¢ : 
slave-trade, by which. itis said, that about | the ensiaver, and if need be with all privacy.) 
ie hundred and fifty thousand of the sons) ' #i¥ea decision ¢ nslaving the person claitae 
edand ail bis posterity. 


The person arrested 


fferent to their 


f the Union prohibiting the 


eVasion 


rn irom the silores 


> 


| can have the trial 
h threaten a dis-| Pestpone d but 60 d VS, and then only by 
solution ef our Union, no one prom- S'¥ing bonds attida- 
lavery. The slave States/Vit that he or she is free, and “verily be 

liscard the self-evident truths of the Deelar-!| eves” it can be proved, while the slave- 
They holder or his agent ean have it postponed, on 





for BLO000, and filing an 


nas so 


nent a rank ass 


ation ot Independence. conteniptu- 


ously abjure the doctrine of the equai batur- bis own oath, without bonds. 7 

sl eights of mas ES SS RTT ETE It imposes a fine of $500, cr imprisonment 
eclared, before the public, “ihatthe renun- r 60 days, on any person who shall—1, 
ition of principles of the Declaration © unscl or advise a sluve to escape; 2, Fur- 

of Independence. is a virtual withdrawal 8!sh money or conveyance of any kind, or 
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